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Cultivating Gratitude 


With humanity seemingly poised to destroy 
much of life on earth, it can be difficult to find 
mental stability, let alone the inspiration to work 
for a better world. In the face of such absurdity, 
CC board members feel it can be healing to 
cultivate gratitude. 

It is in this spirit 
that we share 
this beautiful 
drawing which 
accompanies 
Robin Wall 
Kimmerer’s 
article, The 


Serviceberry: 


an economy of 


abundance , 
published by 
Emergence 
Magazine and 
the “Words of 
Thanks to the Earth’, that follow. Board 
member Dr. Linda Thyer was inspired by 
Mennonite and Indigenous world views, in 
particular through her grandmother and Robin 
Wall Kimmerer, in writing these words, which 


ISSN 1196-9970 


open each meeting of the Doctors for Planetary 
Heath (West Coast) group which Linda co- 
founded. 


We give thanks to the Earth for the air we 

breathe, water we drink, food we eat, and the 

natural beauty 

which fills our 

| hearts and our 

_ souls. We give 

thanks for all 

_ the living and 

non-living 

+ beings, and for 

their teachings. 

May we be 

mindful of 

4 these gifts in 

= the choices we 
make as we go 
about our day, 

and may we find ways to give back and tread 

ever more lightly. 


Drawing created by Christelle Enault 


1. https://emergencemagazine.org/essay/the-serviceberry/ 


Considerations on Conscience Canada’s Reality 


Jan Slakov, president of Conscience Canada. 


To be a conscientious objector in our time, it 
seems important to refuse to pay for others to 
engage in war in our name, as well as refusing 
to bear arms ourselves. 


Working towards full recognition of the right to 
freedom of conscience seemed to be a great 
way to rein in war and militarism. 


It's impressive to see how some of our most 
inspiring politicians, from all major parties 
(although not the Bloc québecois, so far) have 
supported our efforts. But for various reasons, 
not many people have been using the Peace 
Tax Trust Fund in their quest for "alternate 
service" for the military portion of their taxes. 
Given concerns about CC's viability and 
relevance, a good number of our members feel 


1 


we would do well to close down the 
organization now, while we have the ability to 
do so in a responsible manner. 


But others urge us to carry on, to make sure 
there continues to be a "place" where COs can 
learn from and support each other in our efforts 
to show "another world is possible". 


For now, rather than shutter the organization 
completely, the board has decided to close 
down the Peace Tax Trust Fund. We are 
deeply grateful to the treasurers and auditors 
who have stewarded the fund over decades 
and particularly to our current treasurer, Scott 
Albrecht, for his commitment to return deposits 
to all depositors who would like their money 
repaid to them. 


Perhaps freeing ourselves of the responsibility 
to manage the Peace Tax Trust Fund will help 
CC redirect its energies more effectively 
towards ending war as an institution. 


Please note: 


Although Conscience Canada will be 
closing the Peace Tax Trust Fund, we will 
continue to calculate the portion of our 
taxes that goes to funding the military. 


Instead of depositing the military portion 
of their taxes with CC’s Fund, people are 
encouraged to manage any taxes they 
withhold in the best way they see fit. The 
Peace Tax Return (PTR) will still be 
available as an online form with the option 
to send letters automatically to 
government officials (including party 
leaders and their MP) and asa 
dowloadable pdf. 


We’re hoping we can share different 
ideas people have for making their 
conscientious objection to participation in 
war and militarism concrete. As we know, 
these letters and ideas can inspire others. 


Reflection: A New Orientation for Conscience Canada 


Bruna Nota has been 


recruited the likes of Thomas 


thinking a lot about how CC 
might work, hopefully more 
effectively, to resist war and 
build our capacity for 
nonviolence. 


What focal points for working 
to end war might CC 
embrace? Bruna writes: 


Just as the elimination of 
slavery seemed to be an 
unrealistic 


Similarly, only a few years 
ago the call to rescind the 
"doctrine of discovery” was 
barely heard. Today it has 
become a thunderous 
demand and millions of 
ordinary people, becoming 
acquainted with it, are 
starting to understand its 
permeating influence on 
western culture and 
dominance. Both slavery and 
the doctrine of discovery are 


and there's plenty of research available 


unattainable 
goal so 
appears the 
wish for the 
elimination of war. Slavery is 
still very much practiced in 
many ways, but the 
institution of slavery has 
been at least internationally 
outlawed even if not totally 
eliminated. 


now to disprove the myth of innate 
aggression in humans 


premised on the superiority 
of part of humanity over 
other humans and certainly 
over the ‘natural world, and 
therefore the right of 
dominion. In the XIV + 
centuries the powers that be, 


Aquinas to give religious, 
philosophical, moral heft to 
the worldview inherent in the 
“just war doctrine” which has 
provided extensive and 
flexible justification for 
preparing and waging war, 
also attributing to humans 
the innate instinct of 
dominance and violence. 
While war is deplored, it is 
still generally seen as a 
legitimate instrument. 


To my knowledge, there's 
plenty of research available 
now to disprove the myth of 
innate aggression in 
humans, providing a strong 
foundation for delegitimizing 
war. The philosophical, 
doctrinal justification of war 
such as the “just war 
doctrine”’. makes it palatable 
to profit from war. As is the 


case for the "doctrine of 
discovery”, which legitimized 
conquest, slavery and 
exploitation, the just war 
doctrine needs to be 
debunked and 
counterbalanced. 

The increasing awareness of 
kinship among all beings can 
also help us rebalance our 
worldview. It's time to jettison 
the "just war doctrine": 
Violence cannot be justified, 
even to “defend” a nation or 
territory. If war cannot be 
waged because of kinship, 
profiting from war, allocating 
public funds to war-making, 
cannot continue and can 
eventually, be punishable. 


Would it be totally off the wall 
to suggest that CC put all its 
energies to initiate and join 
with others in amplifying a 
vision of kinship harmony 
and balance that precludes 
violence? Serendipitously, 
World Beyond War’s David 
Swanson argued that war 
can never be justified in an 
online debate’ for Sept. 21 
(International Day of Peace). 
Maybe the time has come for 
this idea (which can look like 
pie in the sky even to me!). 


| have given the whole 
matter a lot of reflection and | 
have been greatly aided by a 


new booklet published in the 
Canadian Quaker Learning 
Series: Discerning Peace 
and Social Concerns”. | am 
seeking more clarity, but | do 
think that such an 
overarching vision is 
necessary and that CC could 
embrace it. | am certainly 
prepared to put all my 
energies to work for this 
vision. If in fact CC chooses 
to engage in this process 
and takes on the goal of 
totally delegitimizing war our 
mission would become 
bigger than working toward 
full recognition of the rights 
of conscientious objectors to 
military taxation. We must 
consider a very long time 


Online Debate: Can War Ever Be Justified? 

Arnold August vs. David Swanson with moderator Youri Smouter 
International 
Day of Peace 
Sep. 21, 2022 


frame... which is not readily 
embraced even by the very 
good, creative people behind 
Regeneration’. In Paul 
Hawken’s book 
“Regeneration, Ending the 
Climate Crisis in One 
Generation” the chapter on 
“War Industry” (p. 226) calls 
for a redeployment of the 


military to ‘humanitarian’ 
action but not true 
demilitarization. In a way it’s 
like keeping slavery as an 
institution, just making it 
more ‘humane’... Apparently, 
nobody wants war but most 
people accept war as a 
necessary evil. 


| believe it is necessary for 
CC to have the courage to 
demand, always in concert 
with others groups and 
individuals, that instruments 
be created to actually make 
the abolition of war possible. 
The creation of a Ministry of 
Peace, which would develop 
capacity for alternate 
processes, could be a 
necessary mid- 
term campaign to 
work on. 


WORLDBEYONDWAR org 


1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Just_war_theory 

2. https://worldbeyondwar.org/ 
video-online-debate-can-war- 
ever-be-justified/ 

3. https://quakerservice.ca/wp- 
content/uploads/2021/11/Discern 
ing-Peace-and-Social-Concerns- 
Pamphlet.pdf. 

4. https://regeneration.org 


This newsletter is produced by Conscience Canada, an NGO working since 1978 to: 
e increase Canadians’ awareness of the connection between taxes and war; 

e divert taxes away from war and to peace work; 
e support creative non-violent conflict prevention and resolution; 


e press for military tax re-direction legislation in Canada. 


The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the positions of Conscience Canada. This newsletter is available 
on-line at www.consciencecanada.ca. If you are receiving a printed copy, let us know 


if you would prefer the on-line e-version (in colour, less expensive to produce!). 


Keep On Keeping On 
Mary Groh 


After many years supporting the idea of 
withholding military taxes, fifteen years actually 
redirecting taxes to Conscience Canada Peace 
Tax Trust Fund, fifteen years as a volunteer 
with the CC Newsletter, twelve years on the 
board of directors (eight as president), | have at 
last retired from the board. 


It is easy to feel discouraged that no progress 
has been made in achieving a key goal: that it 
be legal in Canada for conscientious objectors 
to war to choose to have their military taxes go 
towards peace-building purposes. We are led 
(and lied) to believe that the military is needed 
to maintain peace and security in Canada. In 
fact the Department of “Defence” participates in 
waging wars abroad which serve mainly to 
reinforce a certain military/industrial/political 
complex. 


People with well-developed humanitarian 
values find it unacceptable that their money is 
being used to recruit young people and train 
them to destroy people and property. Canada 
then fits their soldiers into the war machine and 
deploys them in military engagements. This 
results in people, many of whom are already 
poor, becoming destitute refugees not wanted 
anywhere. And of the soldiers who survive 
conflicts, many suffer severe PTSD. 


When knowledgeable people say parliament 
will never pass a Private Members Bill granting 
COs the right to not pay military taxes, and 
when we look back at over forty years of trying 
and failing to achieve that goal, we ask 
ourselves if there is any point in Conscience 
Canada continuing its efforts. At the recent 
AGM, members of CC were split almost equally 
on whether to continue or give up. 
Discouragement is setting in. 


Then | had an epiphany of sorts. It finally 
dawned on me that those who keep their 
income below taxable level by donating to 
charitable organizations are getting exactly 
what Conscience Canada has been fruitlessly 
aiming at for over forty years. We are not 


paying for Canada's military while we live an 
environmentally friendly lifestyle; we are 
contributing to lifting up the poor and educating 
towards peace and justice, not only in Canada 
but in much more troubled places around the 
world. Our money is doing the “alternative 
service” which our CO fathers were allowed to 
do when they rejected military conscription. 
Hooray! Also, while we are reluctantly allowing 
[continued on next page] 


In Flanders’ Fields 1939 


(November 11) 


In Flanders’ fields the poppies blew 
Where guns had roared 

And from the dew 

The larks, still bravely singing flew 
When war was done. 


In Flanders’ fields today remain 

The crosses grim 

And poppies wane 

While through the mists of falling rain 
Gray ghosts arise. 


They’ve wakened to the quickened beat 
Of rolling drum 
And marching feet 


As once again the armies meet 
In bloody fray. 


We died in vain, and with our blood 
In vain we drenched 

This foreign sod; 

And now it cries aloud to God 

To curse all wars. 


For twenty years in slumber deep 
We lay and hoped 

The torch you'd keep 

But now it’s lost. How could we sleep 
In Flanders’ fields? 


F. F. Enns 


with thanks to Ernie, Charlotte and Eric for sharing 


Canada to “save face” with our war-minded 
allies, we are loving our country for allowing 
many (not all) peace-minded organizations to 
issue tax-deductible receipts and thereby grow 
their capacity to do good, life-enhancing work 
in the world. 


So, go on Conscience Canada. Continue to 
promote our commitment to the non-violent 
resolution of international conflicts. Be active in 
getting more people on side with paring away 
unnecessary and harmful parts of our western 
lifestyle and beefing up our investment in 
human development, which the government 
complacently leaves to the NGO sector. What 
is there to be discouraged about? 


CC’s New Board members 


Linda Thyer is a mother 
to three beautiful 
children, and practices 
family and sport 
medicine with a focus 
on youth for over 20 
years on traditional 
Coast Salish territories. 
She is an active YP /!) 
member of various LU 


medical, environmental and community 
organizations and a founding member of 
Doctors for Planetary Health - West Coast’. 
She is grateful for the many nourishing and 
healing gifts of Mother Earth and works toward 
restoring good health and peace for all. 


1. https://www.doctorsforplanetaryhealth.com/ 


What a delightful 
surprise that Bruna 
Nota, our former 

» president (also former 
president of WILPF 
International’) has 
space in her life to be 
on the board of 
Conscience Canada. 


2. https://www.wilpf.org/ 


Below is her brief introduction: 


Since | was a small child in Italy during 
WWII, violence & injustice have been the 


evils | have been passionate to see 
disappear. 


As | deepen my understanding of how all life 
is related, I'm inspired especially by 
Indigenous teachings on kinship with and 
respect for all beings, not only human. This 
strengthens the call of my conscience not to 
contribute, not to abet, not to remain silent in 
the face of violence. 


Worth Repeating 


Quebec poet, Gilles Vigneault, (Grand officier 

de l'Ordre du Québec) can be an inspiration to 
us conscientious objectors in our work to build 
a just and sustainable peace. This quote dates 
from 1973:: 


"Le poéte doit étre celui qui dit aux peuples 
de la terre : 'Oubliez la haine, aimez-vous 
les uns les autres car l'avenir vient a votre 
rencontre.’ " 

[The poet should be the one who says to the 
people of the earth: "Forget hate, love each 
other, for the future is coming to meet you."] 


From Regeneration: Ending the Climate Crisis 
in One Generation” edited by Paul Hawken 
(2021, page 227): 


"There are 164 countries with armed forces, 
169 unsanctioned armies or militia, and 32 
ongoing armed conflicts in the world as of 
this writing. Yet not a single country has a 
department of peace. There is a pressing 
need to make peace with the living systems 
of the earth. If we cannot come to peace 
with one another, it is unlikely we will do the 
latter. A department of peace is not about 
making enemies shake hands. Its function is 
to go upstream and determine why we 
became enemies in the first place. ... all 
species, including humankind, come with a 
built-in characteristic known as mutualism...” 


CC BOARD 
Scott Albrecht, Dave Bechtel, 


Doug Hewitt-White, Bruna Nota 
Jan Slakov, Dwyer Sullivan, 
Linda Thyer 


News and Nexus 


In the June, 2022, edition of Canadian 
Mennonite, Will Braun’s Commentary: The 
current state of pacifism in Canada’ (‘Is 
Violence the Best Response to Putin?”) 
includes discussion about Conscience 
Canada’s role and features long time 
conscientious objectors to military taxation, 
Ernie and Charlotte Wiens. 


This year’s World Beyond War Individual War 
Abolisher award went to William Watson, a 
filmmaker from Aotearoa, for Soldiers Without 
Guns? (available on Vimeo). The film is 
fascinating on many levels, truly a story that 
the world should know about! 


The world demands it: 


Cancel the F-35 


Conscience 
Canada is one of 
many organizations 
which signed on to 
CodePink’s call for gga eee 

the immediate cancellation of the F-35 
program. More signatures are needed from 
around the world. You can sign on here®. 


> a Se 


Conscience Canada was, once again, a co- 
sponsor of Toronto’s Hiroshima Nagasaki Day 
event. This year's virtual commemoration 
included an appeal: "Canada, Sign the Nuclear 
BAN Treaty!" 


Activists Rachel Small (seven months 
pregnant) and Conscience Canada member 
Murray Lumley block access to CANSEC 
military arms show at the EY Center in Ottawa 
on June 1 2022, before being dragged to their 
feet and frog-marched out of the way by 
‘security’ staff. 


Waterloo Public Square initiated by Tamara 
Lorincz and supported by CC members Mary 
Groh, Dwyer Sullivan and others. 


1. https://canadianmennonite.org/stories/violence-best- 
response-putin 
2. https://vimeo.com/490372154 


3. https://act.rootsaction.org/p/dia/action3/common/ 
public/?action_KEY=12514 


Conscience Canada 


Membership open to anyone supporting 
CC’s objectives. 
No membership fee (donations welcome!) 


Visit: www.consciencecanada.ca/membership 


Let us know if you can help out as a volunteer. 
We need website and social media contributors. 
New thinking and viewpoints are always welcome. 


Email : info@consciencecanada.ca 


Join 


